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SUBJECT: RUBBER - HEADQUARTERS AGREEMENT FOR IRSG 
REFERENCE: LONDON 4833 

1 . AT THE MEETING ON APRIL 5 OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL RUBBER STUDY GROUP (IRSG) SECRETARY 
GENERAL BATEMAN INTRODUCED A LETTER DATED MARCH 29 FROM 
THE FCO PROPOSING CHANGES TO THE DRAFT HEADQUARTERS 
AGREEMENT, SUBSTANTIVE PORTIONS OF WHICH FOLLOW: 

"IT HAS NOW BEEN AGREED BY ALL THE INTERESTED GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENTS THAT, IN THE CIRCUMSTANCES, IT WOULD BE 
APPROPRIATE TO GRANT SUCH IMMUNITY TO THE GROUP. WE 
SHOULD THEREFORE LIKE TO PROPOSE THE INCLUSION IN THE 
DRAFT AGREEMENT OF A NEW ARTICLE 5 TO READ AS FOLLOWS:- 
"L. WITHIN THE SCOPE OF ITS OFFICIAL ACTIVITIES, THE 
GROUP SHALL HAVE IMMUNITY FROM JURISDICTION AND EXECU- 
TION EXCEPT: 

(A) TO THE EXTENT THAT THE GROUP WAIVES IT IN A 
PARTICULAR CASE. THE GROUP SHALL BE DEEMED TO HAVE 
WAIVED ITS IMMUNITY IF, AFTER RECEIVING A REQUEST 
FOR WAIVER OF IMMUNITY IN A PARTICULAR CASE BY 
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EITHER ANOTHER PARTY TO THE PROCEEDINGS OR BY THE 
PERSON OR BODY BEFORE WHICH THE PROCEEDINGS ARE 
PENDING, THE GROUP HAS NOT GIVEN NOTICE, WITHIN 15 
DAYS OF RECEIPT OF THE REQUEST, THAT IT DOES NOT 
WAIVE SUCH IMMUNITY; 

(B) IN RESPECT OF A CIVIL ACTION BY A THIRD PARTY FOR 
DAMAGE ARISING FROM AN ACCIDENT CAUSED BY A MOTOR 
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VEHICLE BELONGING TO OR OPERATED ON BEHALF OF THE 
GROUP OR IN RESPECT OF A MOTOR TRAFFIC OFFENCE 
INVOLVING SUCH A VEHICLE; 

(C) IN RESPECT OF AN ENFORCEMENT OF AN ARBITRATION 
AWARD MADE UNDER EITHER ARTICLE 19 OR ARTICLE 20 OF 
THIS AGREEMENT; AND 

(D) IN THE EVENT OF THE ATTACHMENT, PURSUANT TO THE 
ORDER OF A COURT OF LAW, OF THE SALARIES, WAGES OR 
OTHER EMOLUMENTS OWED BY THE GROUP TO AN OFFICER OF 
THE GROUP. 

2. SUBJECT TO PARAGRAPH L, THE GROUP S PROPERTY AND 
ASSETS WHEREVER SITUATED SHALL BE IMMUNE FROM ANY FORM 
OF ADMINISTRATIVE OR PROVISIONAL JUDICIAL CONSTRAINT 
SUCH AS REQUISITION, CONFISCATION, EXPROPRIATION OR 
ATTACHMENT, EXCEPT INSOFAR AS MAY BE TEMPORARILY 
RECESSARY IN CONNECTION WITH THE PREVENTION OF' AND 
INVESTIGATION INTO, ACCIDENTS INVOLVING MOTOR VEHICLES 
BELONGING TO, OR OPERATED ON BEHALF OF, THE GROUP." 

I TRUST THAT THIS WORDING, WHICH IS BASED ON THAT USED 
IN MORE RECENT AGREEMENTS THAN THE INTERNATIONAL TIN 
COUNCIL HEADQUARTERS AGREEMENT, WILL BE ACCEPTABLE TO 
THE MEMBERS OF THE IRSG. 

THE INSERTION OF THIS ARTICLE WILL NECESSITATE RE- 
NUMBERING THE FOLLOWING ARTICLES AND THE INTRODUCTION 
OF A NEW ARTICLE 19 TO FOLLOW THE PRESENT ARTICLE 17. 

THE PRESENT ARTICLE 18 SHOULD BE REPLACED BY A NEW 
ARTICLE 20, THE TEXTS OF THE NEW ARTICLES TO READ AS 
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FOLLOWS:- 

"19. WHERE THE GROUP ENTERS INTO CONTRACTS (OTHER THAN 
CONTRACTS CONCLUDED IN ACCORDANCE WITH STAFF REGULATIONS) 
WITH A PERSON RESIDENT IN THE UNITED KINGDOM OR A BODY 
INCORPORATED OR HAVING ITS PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS 
IN THE UNITED KINGDOM AND EMBODIES THE TERMS OF THE 
CONTRACT IN A FORMAL INSTRUMENT. THAT INSTRUMENT SHALL 
INCLUDE AN ARBITRATION CLAUSE WHEREBY ANY DISPUTES 
ARISING OUT OF THE INTERPRETATION OR EXECUTION OF THE 
CONTRACT MAY AT THE REQUEST OF EITHER PARTY BE SUB- 
MITTED TO PRIVATE ARBITRATION. 

20. SUBMISSION TO AN INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION TRIBUNAL. 

THE GROUP SHALL, AT THE INSTANCE OF THE GOVERNMENT, 

SUBMIT TO AN INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION TRIBUNAL ANY 
DISPUTE: 

(A) ARISING OUT OF DAMAGE CAUSED BY THE GROUP; 

(B) INVOLVING ANY OTHER NON CONTRACTUAL RESPONSI- 
BILITY OF THE GROUP; AND 

(C) INVOLVING A STAFF MEMBER OR EXPERT OF THE GROUP, 

IN WHICH THE PERSON CONCERNED CAN CLAIM IMMUNITY 
FROM JURISDICTION UNDER THIS AGREEMENT AND THAT 
IMMUNITY HAS NOT BEEN WAIVED." 

THE REMAINING ARTICLES WILL, OF COURSE, HAVE TO BE 
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RENUMBERED." 

2. DURING THE COURSE OF THE MEETING THE CHAIRMAN (HOPE 
- U.K.) URGED THAT THE DRAFT (WITH INCLUSION OF AMEND- 
MENTS) BE APPROVED BY MEMBER GOVERNMENTS AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE SO THAT A DEFINITIVE DRAFT CAN BE PRESENTED 
TO THE GROUP MEETING IN JUNE. IN THE DISCUSSION THAT 
FOLLOWED, THE FRG DELEGATE REPORTED HIS GOVERNMENT HAD 
WITHDRAWN ITS OBJECTIONS TO THE EARLIER DRAFT AND ALL 
OTHER DELEGATIONS SIGNIFIED CONCURRENCE. USDEL, SPEAK- 
ING FROM NOTES, EXPLAINED GENERAL AREAS OF CONCERN WITH 
FIRST DRAFT. HE STATED AMENDMENTS WOULD BE FORWARDED TO 
DEPARTMENT AND HOPEFULLY OUR FORMAL COMMENTS WOULD BE 
FORTHCOMING SHORTLY. 

MILLER 
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